Audition Materials For

CRUTCHIE

About the Character: Jack’s best friend and a dedicated newsie with a
“bum leg” from polio that causes pain but helps sell more papes.
Walking with the assistance of a crutch doesn’t define the ever-
positive newsie, so look for an actor who can portray Casey’s goofy-
sweet sense of humor and optimistic resilience. Crutchie is
accustomed to modifying daily activities for their disability, so the
actor needs to be comfortable walking and dancing with a crutch.

Gender: Male

Grade: Any

Vocal Range: A3-F5

Total Lines: 55 Solos: 4

Audition Song: Letter from the Refuge (Scene 8)
Pages: 2 (Prologue: Alley)
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PROLOGUE: ALLEY

(JACK, a charismatic boy, sits in the alley. Using a broken pencil and
a piece of yesterday’s newspaper, he sketches a landscape from his
imagination. CRUTCHIE, a scrappy kid with one leg weakened from
polio, rises and walks with the aid of a makeshift wooden crutch.)

JACK
Hey, Crutchie, where you going? Morning bell ain’t rung yet. Get back to
sleep.

CRUTCHIE
I wanna get there before everybody. Ever since I got the polio, it takes
me extra time to warm up my leg.

JACK
That bum pin of yours is a gold mine! You know how many newsies fake
a limp for sympathy? That's why they calls you “Crutchie,” ‘cause they
wish they had one too!

CRUTCHIE
Yeah, “pretend” is one thing, but Snyder gets the idea I can’t make it on
my own for real, they’ll lock me up in The Refuge for good.

JACK
Don’t worry about nuthin’, I got your back. What d’ya think of my latest
creation?

(JACK reveals his drawing. CRUTCHIE is impressed.)

CRUTCHIE
Jack, you're a regular Nickelangelo Dervinci! But how come you always
drawing pictures of mountains and stuff?

JACK
(rolls up drawing and tucks if away)
These streets sucked the life right outta my old man. Well, they ain’t
doin’ that to me. You can keep your small life in the big city.

(22 = SANTA FE - PROLOGUE.)
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SCENE EIGHT: THE REFUGE
(In the middle of the night, CRUTCHIE sits on a crowded
bed with pencil in hand, reading a letter back to themself:)
CRUTCHIE: “Dear Jack.
Greetings from The Refuge!”
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(CRUTCHIE folds the letter. #17 — LETTER FROM THE
REFUGE - PLAYOFF.)
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