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About the Character: Inspired by the African- American vaudeville 
performer, Aida Overton-Walker, A big-voiced singer and star of the 
Bowery. A proud supporter of the newsies, she offers her theater as a 
safe haven for their revolution. Looking for a performer who can 
portray this astute entertainer with great comic delivery, while 
standing firmly behind the newsies in their fight for justice. 
 
Gender: Female 
Grade: Rising 6th-9th  
Vocal range top: G3-D5 
Total Lines: 35 ; Solos: 1 
Audition Song: Just A Pretty Face (up to page 30) 
Pages: 24-28 (Scene 4) 
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SCENE FOUR: MEDDA’S THEATER

(JACK, CRUTCHIE, DAVEY, and LES enter backstage of Medda's 
theater, where a large, painted backdrop hangs.)

DAVEY
+ey, who was that"

JACK
7hat was 6nyder the 6Sider� $ real sweetie� 

CRUTCHIE
5Xns a Mail Ior Xnderage kids Falled 7he 5eIXge� 

JACK
7he Pore kids they loFk XS, the Pore Poney the Fity Says ’eP� 

CRUTCHIE
3robleP is, all the Poney goes straight into 6nyder’s own SoFket� 

JACK
'o yoXrselI a IaYor and stay Flear oI 6nyder and 7he 5eIXge�

(MEDDA LARKIN, a vaudeville star, appears in costume, along 
with her supporting act, the BOWERY BRIGADE – ADA, ETHEL, 
and OLIVE – who begin to warm up. PAT, the stage manager, runs 
in.)

PAT
0iss 0edda, the FritiF IroP the New York Sun MXst took her seat�

MEDDA
7hanks, 3at�

(PAT runs off.)

JACK
+ey, 0iss 0edda�

MEDDA
-aFk .elly� *et yoXrselI oYer here and giYe Pe a hXg�

(JACK runs to MEDDA. CRUTCHIE, DAVEY, and LES approach 
behind him.)

JACK
'aYey, /es, Pay , Sresent 0iss 0edda /arkin ² greatest star on the 
%owery today� 6he also owns the Moint�
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DAVEY

A pleasure.

(DAVEY bows gallantly.)

MEDDA
1iFe to Peet yoX, kids� $nd these aPa]ing yoXng ladies are the %owery 
%rigade, hardest workin’ artistes in the Fity� 6ay hello, girls�

BOWERY BRIGADE
(in perfect unison, striking a dramatic pose)

Hello!

DAVEY
(nervous and formal, he’s never met a dancing girl before)

,t’s a SleasXre to Pake yoXr aFTXaintanFe� ,’P 'aYey³ 'aYe³ 'aYid�

ADA
What are yoX, triSlets"

(extends her hand)
$da� 3leasXre’s Pine, ,’P TXite sXre�

OLIVE
,’P 2liYe, howdy�do� 7his here’s (thel�

(DAVEY nervously but politely shakes hands with the BOWERY 
BRIGADE performers.)

LES
(wide-eyed)

Wowee… real live troupers!

ETHEL
$nd who’s this little FXtie Sie"

LES
,’P /es�

DAVEY
7his is /es�

LES
(still captivated by the troupers)

,’P /es�

ETHEL
+ey, yoX know what they say, girls"
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ADA, ETHEL, OLIVE

Les is more!!

(The BOWERY BRIGADE laughs and messes up LES’s hair. LES 
enjoys the attention. PAT runs on.)

PAT
Places!

MEDDA, BOWERY BRIGADE
7hanks, 3at�

(PAT runs off. The BOWERY BRIGADE moves into place and 
prepares to go on.)

LES
(waving goodbye)

,’P /es�

MEDDA
&rXtFhie, how’s the leg doing today" 

CRUTCHIE
6Xnny with ]ero SerFent FhanFe oI rain�

MEDDA
7hat’s Py &asey�

JACK
0iss 0edda, , got a little sitXation oXt on the street� 0ind iI , hide oXt 
here a while"

MEDDA
,s 6nyder the 6Sider aIter yoX again" 0ake yoXrselI at hoPe�

LES
+ey -aFk, did yoX really esFaSe Mail on the baFk oI 7eddy 5ooseYelt’s 
Farriage"

CRUTCHIE
He sure did!

DAVEY
What woXld the *oYernor be doing at a MXYenile Mail"

JACK
6o haSSens he was rXnnin’ Ior oFe and wanted to show he Fared aboXt 
orShans and sXFh� 6o while he got his PXg in the SaSer, , got Py bXtt in 
the baFk seat and oͿ we rode together�
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LES

<oX really know *oYernor 5ooseYelt"

MEDDA
+e don’t, bXt , do� 7eddy’s a regXlar Satron oI the arts, been a big Ian oI 
Pine Ior years� %y the way, -aFk, Fan yoX Saint Pe soPe Pore oI these 
baFkdroSs" 7hings haYe been going so well that , Fan aFtXally Say yoX 
soon.

JACK
, FoXldn’t take yoXr Poney, 0iss 0edda�

LES
<oX SiFtXred that"

DAVEY
,t’s really good�

MEDDA
<oXr Iriend is TXite an artist�

JACK
'on’t get Farried away� ,t’s a bXnFh oI trees�

MEDDA
7he boy’s got natXral aStitXde�

LES
*ee]� , neYer knew no one with a aStitXde�

PAT
0iss 0edda, yoX’re on�

MEDDA
.ids, stay as long as yoX like� <oX’re with 0edda now�

(to the BOWERY BRIGADE)
5eady, ladies"

BOWERY BRIGADE
%reak a leg, 0iss 0edda�

LES
Why did they tell her to break a leg" 'on’t they like her"

CRUTCHIE
,t Peans “good lXFkµ in theater lingo�
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JACK

<oX Fan watFh IroP baFkstage� ,’P goin’ oXt Iront�

(JACK goes into the house as PAT announces the act.)

PAT
/adies and gentlePen, Slease welFoPe the PagnifiFent 0edda /arkin 
and her %owery %rigade�

(DAVEY and LES watch from the wings while MEDDA and the 
BOWERY BRIGADE take the stage. JACK finds a seat in the house, 
right next to KATHERINE, who sits reviewing the show for the 
newspaper. He takes a pencil and paper from his pocket and starts 
drawing the dancers.)

MEDDA
Well, hi�dee�ho, eYerybody� WelFoPe to my theater� <essiree, it’s a brand 
new FentXry with a brand new set oI rXles Ior woPen, and the %rigade 
and , are gonna tell yoX all aboXt theP� 0aestro, iI yoX Slease�

(#8 – JUST A PRETTY FACE.)

JUST A PRETTY FACE
& b 44 Ó Œ ‰ Kœ

“Dear

MEDDA:

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Fa ther,” said I, “won’t you tell-

& b3 Kœ .œ Œ ‰ Kœ
me the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
won ders my fu ture may hold?”- -

& b5

˙ Œ œ
Said

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
he, “De borah Sue, what’s the-

& b7

œ œn œ# œ œ œ œ
mat ter with you?! You’re a

œ œ œ œ Kœ œ Kœ
dame and dames do like they’re-

& b9

˙ Œ œ œ
told.” He thought

œ œb œb œ œ œ œ œ
girls should be seen and not heard.

& b 4211

˙ Œ œ œ
But I’m

œ œ Kœ .œ œ œ
plan ning to have the last

w
word.

w~~~~~~
-

& b 4215 ‰ Kœ œ œ
I’m more than

œ œ œ
just a pret

Kœ œ Kœ
ty face.

˙
-

Just a Pretty Face     
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& b 44 Ó Œ ‰ Kœ
“Dear

MEDDA:

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Fa ther,” said I, “won’t you tell-

& b3 Kœ .œ Œ ‰ Kœ
me the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
won ders my fu ture may hold?”- -

& b5

˙ Œ œ
Said

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
he, “De borah Sue, what’s the-

& b7

œ œn œ# œ œ œ œ
mat ter with you?! You’re a

œ œ œ œ Kœ œ Kœ
dame and dames do like they’re-

& b9

˙ Œ œ œ
told.” He thought

œ œb œb œ œ œ œ œ
girls should be seen and not heard.

& b 4211

˙ Œ œ œ
But I’m

œ œ Kœ .œ œ œ
plan ning to have the last

w
word.

w~~~~~~
-

& b 4215 ‰ Kœ œ œ
I’m more than

œ œ œ
just a pret

Kœ œ Kœ
ty face.

˙
-

Just a Pretty Face     

& b19 ‰ Kœ œ œ
Don’t try to

œ œ œ
keep me in

Kœ œ Kœ
my place.

˙

& b23 ‰ Kœ œ œ
You think there’s

œ œ œ#
all these big

Kœ œ Kœn
things lad

œ œ œ œ
ies can’t do?-

& b27

œ ‰ Kœ
Or

œ œ œ œ
is it that you’re

œ œ œ œ
scaredwe’d do ’em

œ œ œ# œ
bet ter than you?-

& b31 ‰ Kœ œ œ
I’m gon na

œ œ œ
take my turn

Kœ œ Kœ
at bat.

˙
-

& b35 ‰ Kœ œ œ
There’s lots of

œ œ œ
ways to skin

Kœ œ Kœ
a rat.

˙

& b39 Œ ‰ Kœ
George

œ œ œ œ
Wash ing ton found

œ œ œ œ
glo ry from the

œ œ œ œ
arm ies he led,- - - -

& b43

œ ‰ Kœ
but

œ œ œ œ
look what Bet sy

œ œ œ œ
Ross did with a

œ œ œ œ
need le and thread!- -

& b47 ‰ Kœ œ# œ
So don’t be

œ œ œ
fooled by the

œ œ œ œ
pow der and lace…

ìœ ‰ Œ
-
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& b19 ‰ Kœ œ œ
Don’t try to

œ œ œ
keep me in

Kœ œ Kœ
my place.

˙

& b23 ‰ Kœ œ œ
You think there’s

œ œ œ#
all these big

Kœ œ Kœn
things lad

œ œ œ œ
ies can’t do?-

& b27

œ ‰ Kœ
Or

œ œ œ œ
is it that you’re

œ œ œ œ
scaredwe’d do ’em

œ œ œ# œ
bet ter than you?-

& b31 ‰ Kœ œ œ
I’m gon na

œ œ œ
take my turn

Kœ œ Kœ
at bat.

˙
-

& b35 ‰ Kœ œ œ
There’s lots of

œ œ œ
ways to skin

Kœ œ Kœ
a rat.

˙

& b39 Œ ‰ Kœ
George

œ œ œ œ
Wash ing ton found

œ œ œ œ
glo ry from the

œ œ œ œ
arm ies he led,- - - -

& b43

œ ‰ Kœ
but

œ œ œ œ
look what Bet sy

œ œ œ œ
Ross did with a

œ œ œ œ
need le and thread!- -

& b47 ‰ Kœ œ# œ
So don’t be

œ œ œ
fooled by the

œ œ œ œ
pow der and lace…

ìœ ‰ Œ
-

& b51 ‰ Kœ œ# œ
I’m more than

œ œ œ
just a pret

œ œ
ty

œ Œ
face.-

& b #55 42

(MEDDA and the BOWERY BRIGADE dance. JACK notices KATHERINE.)
JACK: Well, hello again.   
KATHERINE: Hi. So, where’s the paper you promised me? 
JACK: Sold out! Whatcha writin’? 
KATHERINE: I’m a reporter. I’m reviewing the show for the 
New York Sun. And I’m not in the habit of talking to strangers. 
JACK: Then you’re gonna make a lousy reporter. Name’s Jack Kelly.
KATHERINE: I’m Katherine. What is that you’re drawing?
JACK: Miss Medda and the girls. Here, maybe you can use it for 
your review.
(JACK hands KATHERINE his drawing.)
KATHERINE: Wait, you just drew this? Right now? I’m impressed! 
MEDDA: (hollering to JACK and KATHERINE) Hey, you two! You got in 
for free – at least pay attention!                              
JACK: Sorry, Medda.
(KATHERINE and JACK return to watching the show.)

∑

& #98 ‰ Kœ œ œ
She’s more than

œ œ œ
just a pret

BOWERY BRIGADE: Kœ œ Kœ
ty face.

˙
-

& #102 ‰ Kœ œ œ
Don’t try to

œ œ œ
put her in

Kœ œ Kœ
her place.

˙

& #106 ‰ Kœ œ œ
Girls, let’s be

MEDDA: œ œ œ#
fair: Men can

Kœ œ Kœn
do cert

œ œ œ œ
ain things right.-


